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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1. (currently amended) A method for operating a washing machine in a rinse cycle, the 
washing machine including a wash tub, a rotatable basket within the wash tub, the rotatable 
basket containing clothes to be rinsed, and a water spraying device, said method comprising: 

rotating the basket at a first rate of rotation; 

spraying a pr e d e t e rmined quantity of fresh water into the basket while the basket is 
rotating at the first rate; 

terminating spraying when a saturation point of the clothes is reached: and 

continuou s ly draining the sprayed wator from th e wooh tub after tho sprayed water mov e s 
through th e olotheo during said - spraying a pr e d e t e rmin e d quantity of frosh water, s o that none of 
tho sprayed water is recirculated; and 

rotating the basket at a second rate of rotation, the second rate of rotation greater than the 
first rate of rotation. 

2. (canceled) 

3. (original) A method in accordance with Claim 1 wherein said spraying water into the 
basket comprises pulsing the water into said basket. 

4. (original) A method in accordance with Claim 1 further comprising: 
terminating said spraying before rotating the basket at the second rate of rotation; and 
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repeating rotating the basket at the first rate of rotation and spraying water into the basket 
while the basket is rotating at the first rate of rotation. 

5. (original) A method in accordance with Claim 1 wherein said rotating the basket 
comprises rotating the basket about a vertical axis. 

6. (original) A method in accordance with Claim 1 wherein the predetermined quantity 
of water is a function of a load type. 

7. (previously presented) A method in accordance with Claim 1 wherein the 
predetermined quantity of water is a function of a load size. 

8. (original) A method in accordance with Claim 1 further comprising executing a deep 
fill rinse after rotating the basket at the second rate of rotation. 

9. (original) A method in accordance with Claim 1 wherein the washing machine 
includes a user selected rinse selector input, said method further comprising: 

executing said rotating the basket at a first rate of rotation, spraying a predetermined 
quantity of water into the basket while the basket is rotating at the first rate, and rotating the 
basket at a second rate of rotation when a spray rinse cycle is selected; and 

executing a deep fill rinse when a deep fill rinse cycle is selected. 

10. (currently amended) A method for operating a washing machine in a rinse cycle, the 
washing machine including a wash tub, a rotatable basket within the wash tub, the rotatable 
basket containing clothes to be rinsed, and the rotatable basket drivingly engaged to a multi- 
speed drive system, and a spraying device, said method comprising: 

driving the basket at a low speed; 
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spraying fresh water into the basket; 

continuously draining th e spray e d wat e r from the wash tub after th e cprayod water move s 
through the clothoo during said spraying fresh water, so that none of tho sprayed water io 
r e circulat e d; 

terminating spraying into the basket when a saturation point of the clothes is reached : and 
driving the basket at a high speed. 

1 1. (original) A method in accordance with Claim 10 further comprising repeating 
driving the basket at a low speed, spraying fresh water into the basket terminating spraying into 
the basket, and driving the basket at a high speed. 

12. (previously presented) A method in accordance with Claim 1 1 wherein spraying 
fresh water comprises pulsing fresh water. 

13. (previously presented) A method in accordance with Claim 1 1 wherein said driving 
the basket at high speed comprises driving the basket at high speed for a first period of time, said 
method further comprising driving the basket at the high speed for a second period of time, the 
second time period longer than the first time period. 

14. (canceled) 

15. (currently amended) A method for operating a washing machine in a rinse cycle, the 
washing machine including a wash tub A a rotatable clothes basket within the wash tub, the 
rotatable clothes basket containing clothes to be rinsed, and the rotatable clothes basket drivingly 
engaged to a multi-speed drive system, a spraying device, and a drain assembly, said method 
comprising: 

4 



PACE 9/31 * RCVD AT 10/6/2005 2:09:22 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-8/30 • DN1S:2738300 • CSID:3146215065 - DURATION (mnvss):09-16 



10/06/2005 13:13 FAX 3146215065 



S1010/031 



9D-HL-20081 
PATENT 

rotating the basket at a low speed with the drive system; 
spraying fresh water into the basket with the spraying device; 
saturating clothes in the basket; 

continuing to spray firooh wat e r into th e baolc e t after tho clothes ar e saturated until a 
pr e det e rmin e d quantity of water has boon sprayed; 

continuously draining tho spray e d water from th e wash tub after tho sprayed water movoo 
through th e clothes during said spraying, said saturating, and oaid continuing to spray st e ps, so 
that non e of th e sprayed wat e r is r e circulat e d; 

terminating spraying into the basket; and 

rotating the basket at a high speed with the drive system. 

16. (original) A method in accordance with Claim 15 wherein said spraying fresh water 
comprises pulsing fresh water. 

17. (original) A method in accordance with Claim 1 5 further comprising repeatedly 
rotating the basket at low speed, spraying fresh water into the basket, saturating clothes in the 
basket, and rotating the basket at high speed. 

18. (withdrawn) A washing machine comprising: 
a tub; 

a basket rotatably mounted within said tub; 
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a multi-speed drive system for rotating said basket at a first speed and a second speed 
greater than said first speed; 

a spraying device configured to direct fresh water into said tub; and 

a controller operatively coupled to said drive system and to said spraying device, said 
controller configured to operate said drive system to rotate said basket at the first speed while 
spraying water fresh into said basket, and to operate said drive system at the second speed after 
terminating said spraying. 

19. (withdrawn) A washing machine in accordance with Claim 18, said controller 
further configured to pulse water through said spraying device. 

20. (withdrawn) A washing machine in accordance with Claim 1 8 wherein said spraying 
device comprises a nozzle assembly. 

21. (withdrawn) A washing machine comprising: 
a rotatable basket; 

a multi-speed drive system for rotating said basket at a first speed and a second speed 
greater than said first speed; 

a spraying device configured to direct fresh water into said tub; and 

a controller operatively coupled to said drive system and to said spraying device, said 
controller adapted to repeatedly spin said basket at the first speed, spray fresh water into the 
basket while the basket is rotating at the first speed, and spin the basket at the second speed to 
extract water from the basket. 
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22. (withdrawn) A washing machine in accordance with Claim 21 wherein said 
controller is configured to pulse said fresh water spray. 

23. (withdrawn) A washing machine in accordance with Claim 22 wherein said 
controller is configured to spray a predetermined quantity of water prior to spinning the basket at 
the second speed. 

24. (withdrawn) A washing machine comprising: 
a rotatable basket; 

a drive system operatively coupled to said basket for rotating said basket about a vertical 

axis; 

a spray device configured to spray water into said basket; and 

a controller operatively coupled to said drive system and to said spray device, said 
controller configured to rotate said basket at least at a first speed in a spin cycle and to rotate said 
basket at a second speed greater than the first speed in the rinse cycle, said controller further 
configured to spray a predetermined quantity of water each time the basket, is rotated at the first 
speed. 

25. (withdrawn) A washing machine in accordance with Claim 24, said controller 
further configured to pulse fresh water through said spraying device. 

26. (withdrawn) A washing machine in accordance with Claim 25, said controller 
configured to adjust a spray time to deliver a specific volume of water. 

27. (withdrawn) A washing machine in accordance with Claim 26, said controller 
further configured to repeatedly spray fresh water into said basket. 
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28. (withdrawn) A washing machine comprising: 
a tub; 

a basket rotatably mounted within said tub; 

a multi-speed drive system for rotating said basket at a first speed and a second speed 
greater than said first speed; 

a spraying device configured to direct fresh water into said tub; and 

a controller operatively coupled to said drive system and to said spraying device for 
execution of a spray rinse cycle during a wash cycle, said controller configured to operate said 
drive system to rotate said basket at the first speed while spraying water fresh into said basket 
and to operate said drive system at the second speed after terminating said spraying when in the 
spray rinse cycle, and wherein a number of spray rinse cycles in a wash cycle is a function of at 
least one of a selected load type and a detected load type. 

29. (withdrawn) A washing machine comprising: 
a tub; 

a basket rotatably mounted within said tub; 

a multi-speed drive system for rotating said basket at a first speed and a second speed 
greater than said first speed; 

a spraying device configured to direct fresh water into said tub; and 

a controller operatively coupled to said drive system and to said spraying device for 
execution of a spray rinse cycle, said controller configured to: 
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monitor an amount of time to fill said tub with a quantity of water, and 

based upon said amount of time, to operate said spraying device to spray a specific 
amount of water into said basket during said spray rinse cycle. 
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